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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING

10:00 A.M.

NOVEMBER 1, 2006
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICE
LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  John R. Bartos, John Blount, Robert Bruner, Reed Eichelberger, Jason Fluharty, Mary Alice Gonzalez, Jack Harris, Marvin Marcell, James Murray, Ron Neighbors, Jimmie Schindewolf, Jeff Taylor, Mike Uhl, Danny Vance, and C. Harold Wallace . 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Brad Burnett for John Baker.
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Roosevelt Alexander, John Baker, Mark Evans, Robert Istre, David Jenkins, James Morrison, William Teer, and Steve Tyler.
NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Temple McKinnon
PRESIDING:   Jeff Taylor, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Taylor stated that Brad Burnett is the alternate for John Baker.

MINUTES OF AUGUST 2, 2006 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Bartos to approve the minutes of the August 2, 2006, meeting as presented; second by Mr. Murray.  The motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 4 - 13
None. 
RESIGNATION OF DAVID JENKINS
Mr. Taylor stated that a letter of resignation had been received from David Jenkins.  Motion by Mr. Harris to accept the resignation of David Jenkins; seconded by Mr. Neighbors. Motion carried unanimously.

CONSULTANTS REPORT
Mike Reedy presented information concerning the Region H WPG grant application to the TWDB for the 2011 Regional Water Plans.  He discussed the following items:
· Region H Scoping Committee meetings

· Grant application submittal to the TWDB

· TWDB consideration of grant applications
· Authorized contracts and notice to proceed expected in January

The 2011 Regional Water Plan will not be a re-work and update of previous water plans.  The focus this round will be on specific studies or activities that further the implementation of management strategies, refine water supply, or address problems or concerns identified in the last round of planning.  Funding for the first biennium of the planning cycle is limited to a maximum of $6.6 million for all regions.  
Region H WPG grant application scope items are as follows:

· Environmental Flows Investigations for Region H

· Better define environmental flow needs in Region H

· Develop better planning tools for environmental flows to evaluate and assess water management strategies

· Evaluate and assess alternative mitigation strategies to address environmental flows

· Support and participate in State initiatives related to environmental flows regulations 

· Total Budget: $398,000

· Expected to be completed in December 2008

· Drought Management

· Summarize and evaluate existing drought management plans currently on file in Region H

· Assess the expected impacts to water demands as a result of drought management

· Evaluate drought management measures used in other areas and assess the feasibility and applicability of measures for Region H

· Estimate the relative costs and associated potential economic impacts resulting from initiating drought management plans in the region

· Evaluate the impacts of drought management on the size and timing of water management strategies in Region H

· Total Budget: $150,000

· Expected to be completed in December 2008

· Brazos Saltwater Barrier

· Evaluate water quality impacts for the Brazos River Estuary
· Evaluate mitigation of localized flood impacts from the barrier

· Analysis to determine optimal location

· Develop conceptual design and implementation plan

· Identify project funding and sponsorship opportunities with project benefactors

· Total Budget: $291,610

· Expected to be completed in December 2008

· Interruptible Water Supplies

· Evaluate and quantify the magnitude of interruptible supplies in the region

· Evaluate and quantify the relative magnitude and uses for interruptible supplies

· Assess the regulatory and institutional issues and constraints associated with this strategy

· Evaluate and quantify the magnitude of firm yield supply made available for municipal and industrial purposes as a result of this strategy

· Total Budget: $174,990

· Expected to be completed in December 2008

· Public Participation and Administration

· Scopes and budgets for the first biennium funding

· Region H WPG meetings

· Public notices and public meetings

· Region H website development and maintenance

· Total Budget: $132,400

· First Biennium Budget through December 2007

Discussion occurred concerning matching grants and if that would improve the chances for the projects proposed to be selected in the grant application process.  The issue was tabled to be discussed at a later date.

RECEIVE PRESENTATION ON THE STATE WATER PLAN
Temple McKinnon, TWDB’s Project Manager for Region H, presented information concerning the state water plan.  She presented figures of population growth rates, population projections, projected water supply and demand numbers, water supply needs and strategies, recommended major and minor reservoirs, state water management strategies, and costs of implementing and not implementing the strategies.  She also discussed the various policy recommendations included in the state water plan.
ELECTION OF REED EICHELBERGER TO REPLACE JIM ADAMS ON REGION H 

A motion was made by Mr. Neighbors to select Mr. Reed Eichelberger as a voting member of the Region H RWPG representing river authorities; second by Mr. Vance.  Motion carried unanimously.

SELECTION OF REGION H WPG MEMBERS TO SERVE AS LIAISONS TO ADJACENT REGIONAL WATER PLANNING GROUPS
Mr. Taylor announced that the Region H WPG needed to select members to serve as designated representatives to adjacent regional water planning groups for Regions C, G, I, and K.  Current representatives are as follows:
· Region C
Danny Vance
· Region G
John Baker
· Region I
Steve Tyler

· Region K
Ron Neighbors

This item was tabled and will be discussed at a later date.

PRESENTATION FROM THE LAKE LIVINGSTON WATER SUPPLY AND SEWER SERVICE CORPORATION
John Houchins and Larry Fuson representing the Lake Livingston Water Supply and Sewer Service Corporation (LLWSSSC) asked the Region H WPG to consider amending the 2006 Region H Water Plan to include water management strategies in the LLWSSSC service area that would allow the future conjunctive use of groundwater and surface water.  Mr. Fuson explained the history of the LLWSSSC and their efforts to address the issues of water quality and supply in their community.  In order to receive a grant or loan from the TWDB for their projects, their plans must be consistent with the Region H Water Plan.
The issues were raised of the ability to request a waiver from the TWDB and whether the TWDB would be willing to pay the cost of an amendment.  

A motion was made by Mr. Neighbors to authorize the chairman to draft a letter to the TWDB in support of a waiver for the Lake Livingston Water Supply and Sewer Service Corporation and to include in the letter the amount of water covered in the request; second by Mr. Vance.  Motion carried unanimously.
PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL GROUNDWATER REPORTS AND REGULATORY PLANS FOR THE SUBSIDENCE DISTRICTS
Tom Michel presented the Annual Groundwater Reports and Regulatory Plans for the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District and the Fort Bend Subsidence District.  Mr. Michel presented information on the aquifers that are affected by groundwater pumpage in the three counties.  Charts were shown on the groundwater pumpage by district and by regulatory areas in the district.  USGS aquifer maps indicated areas of rise and fall of the water tables.  Data was also presented regarding subsidence amounts across both districts.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Temple McKinnon reviewed the TWDB recommendations to the legislature including policy recommendations and funding requests.

Jace Houston reviewed the list of legislative issues being monitored by the Greater Houston Partnership’s water issues committee.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Lloyd Behm gave a brief presentation regarding the joint planning activities within GMA 14, which contains 21 counties.  The GMA includes six groundwater conservation districts, which are voting members for the joint planning effort, two subsidence districts, and 5 counties that are not represented by a district.  The goal of the joint planning process for these districts is to come up with desired future conditions and managed available groundwater numbers for the aquifers within the GMA, which will then be plugged into the regional planning process.   
AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

None
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Taylor noted that there are now two vacancies on the Region H WPG for the positions of an agricultural representative and a small business representative.  Mr. Taylor appointed a nominating committee to make recommendations concerning the two vacancies and for next year’s election of officers and executive committee members.  Mr. Taylor made the following appointments:  Jack Harris (Chairman), John Bartos, Mary Alice Gonzalez, Ron Neighbors, and Mike Uhl.
NEXT MEETING

To Be Determined

San Jacinto River Authority

Lake Conroe Dam
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Conroe, Texas
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